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www.raiseyourpints.com

Raise Your Pints (RYP) is a grassroots, non-profit organization whose mission is to help bring the highest quality beers in the world to Mississippi. 
Mississippi is the only state in the country that limits alcohol by weight (ABW) for beer to only 5%.  We’re working to lift the ban on high gravity beer; clarify the status of homebrewing as a legal, fun, and wholesome hobby; promote Mississippi’s beer, brewpub, and brewing industries and small businesses; and work to broaden the appreciation of craft beer for all Mississippians.

Help us lift the cap!

As statewide Prohibition came to an end in Mississippi, the only politically viable avenue open to those who wanted the sale of alcohol to once again be legal in the state was to place heavy restrictions on that sale. What, when, where, and how alcohol could be sold were all strictly controlled by the legislation which legalized alcohol sales in Mississippi — 33 years after National Prohibition was repealed.

Many states placed similar restrictions on alcohol immediately after the repeal of Prohibition. Yet while the rest of the country has progressed beyond the attitude of Prohibition, Mississippi still languishes with artificial and antiquated limits on the sale of beer. This limits consumer choice, stifles the state's beer, retail and restaurant businesses, and limits state tax revenue as thousands of Mississippians purchase their specialty beer in neighboring states.

Let's join the rest of the country and lift the ABW cap!
The 5% ABW limit excludes over 80% of the top rated beers in the world (according to BeerAdvocate.com) and about 1/3 of the world's beer styles, such as barleywine, trippel, doppelbock, Russian imperial stout, and many more.  All these, and more, are currently banned in Mississippi.  It’s like a law that banned red wine but allowed white.  
Please consider joining Raise Your Pints and spreading the word to those who share a love of fine gourmet beer and consumer choice.  Go to www.raiseyourpints.com and find out how to help.  Mississippi deserves better beer.  
· These are expensive, premium products on par with fine wine and treated in the same way.  The law should reflect this.  

· Allowing these premium, gourmet products will INCREASE state revenue without raising a single tax.  One distributor in NC estimated 300 new jobs resulting from the law change (expanding wholesalers, new retail stores, new restaurants, etc).

· This law will not change local choice options in any way: dry counties will remain dry – alcohol will not be introduced to communities that do not already have it.

· Beers currently available will NOT change in any way.  This will simply allow the sale of certain premium beers.

· 86 of the top 100 beers in the world (beeradvocate.com) are to Mississippians because of our 5% ABW restriction.  

· Changing this law will not encourage underage or binge drinking.  They are expensive (commonly 2 and a half times as much as beers currently available) and have intense flavors that make them undesirable for kids or binge drinkers looking for a quick buzz.

· This law will make MS a more desirable tourist destination and benefit our restaurants and other entertainment businesses.  

· Drunk driving incidents will NOT increase – DUI deaths have decreased in the 6 years since Ohio removed their cap.

· MADD’s own statistics show that states without a restrictive alcohol cap on beer do NOT have more drunk driving incidents than states that do.  In fact the North Carolina chapter of MADD remained neutral throughout that state’s campaign to lift its cap in 2004.

· With Alabama’s passage of their Gourmet Beer Bill this year we are now surrounded by states without this cap, with those states reaping the economic windfall.

Find out how to help:

www.raiseyourpints.com
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For more information,

visit RaiseYourPints.com

How much did you spend in the last 12 months on craft beer IN-STATE?

How much did you spend in the last 12 months on craft beer OUT-OF-STATE?

Name:

Address:

City, St, Zip:

Email:

T-Shirt Size:

Age:

Recruited By:

Membership:

Q $25 Annual

Q $100 Sustaining

<$100  $100 - $500
<$100  $100 - $500

$501 - $1,000
$501 - $1,000

> $1,000
>$1,000

Please return to Raise Your Pints — P.O. Box 1781 — Jackson, MS 39215-1781
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